
CLEANING YOUR POWERED HYDRATION SYSTEM 

 DAILY CLEANING 

1. Before putting your powered hydration cart away for the next day, turn off the
power and drain the unit in an area that will not cause puddles or any muddiness.  If
there is no ice in the tank, save the last 2-3 gallons of water in the tank, if possible.  If
there is ice in the tank, remove the ice or add warm water to melt. Put the drain cap
back on and leave 2-3 gal of water in the tank.  Add one sanitizing tablet per gallon.

2. Allow the tablets to dissolve (about 15 min).  While the tablets are dissolving, wipe
down the entire unit with a damp cloth to remove dust and debris.  Using a pre-mixed
sanitizing solution in a spray bottle, spray the nozzles liberally.  Allow the nozzles to
remain wet for at least one minute before wiping dry with a clean, dry towel. To speed
up the dissolve time of the tablets, add the tablets to a small amount of water and stir
or shake vigorously.  Then, add the concentrated mix to the tank.

3. Once the tablets have dissolved, turn the power on and run the solution thru each
nozzle an equal amount of time until the tank almost runs dry.  Aim for at least 60
seconds of flow thru each hose.  You can run multiple hoses at once as long as the
pressure does not dip too much to get a good cleaning.  On most models the hoses are
long enough to spray the inside of the tank if needed. Do not run the power when the
tank is dry.  This will prevent damage to the water pump.

4. After running the solution through, add 1-2 gallons of clean water to the tank. Run
the water through each hose and nozzle til each runs clean. Remove the drain cap to
drain remaining water and wipe out any excess inside the tank if needed.

5. Using a clean, dry towel, wipe dry the inside of the tank, the drain cap and the tank
lid.  Press the trigger on each nozzle to release any remaining water. Wipe the nozzles
dry and wipe dry any other areas that may be wet.  If it will be a cold night, make sure
you store the unit in a warm area.  Don’t forget to recharge the battery!



WEEKLY CLEANING/MAINTENANCE CHECK 

Each week you will need to give your hydration system a thorough cleaning and 
perform a quick maintenance check to ensure your system runs smoothly season 
after season.   

1. Check each nozzle for functionality and make sure the triggers are properly seated
on the nozzles and that the connections are tight. Check hoses for kinks, cuts or any
other damage.

2. Inspect the inline strainer near the water pump for any clogs.  Keeping it free of
clogs will extend the life of the pump.

3. Check all battery and toggle switch connections to make sure they are secured
properly and that no wires are pinched or out of place.

4. Inspect the manifold for cracks, chips or dents and any other signs of leaking.

5. Check that the water pump (motor) is tightly secured.  Ensure that no screws or
wires have come loose or fallen out.  Do not over-tighten screws.

6. Check the wheel assembly for debris, loose connections, damaged tread and proper
inflation (some models).

7. Check all frame connection points, screws, nuts etc. to make sure all are fastened
securely.  Make sure the tank is secure.

8. Use a mild dish soap diluted with water and dampen a soft cloth.  Wipe the entire
unit down making sure not to get any of the battery connections too damp.

9. Remove the drinking hoses from the manifold and immerse them in a solution of
mild dish soap and very warm water.  Let soak for 5-10 minutes.  Use a narrow bottle
brush or baby bottle nipple brush to clean out the nozzle openings.  If your system
does not have quick disconnects or you do not feel comfortable disconnecting the
hoses, you can move the tub near the unit so the nozzles can fit in the tub without
disconnecting.  This will also save you time.

10. Pour 1-2 gallons of water with some mild dish soap into the tank and use a clean,
angled brush or sponge to wash the inside of the tank, drain cap and tank lid.  Do not
run the power.  Soapy water is not intended to be run through the pump.  Drain the
tank, replace drain cap, add more clean water, slosh it around the tank to get the
sides.  Wipe the sides with a clean towel or sponge, drain again and then perform
steps 1-5 of the daily cleaning routine.



PREPARING FOR STORAGE 

Perform all of the steps above.  Remove hoses and nozzles. Inspect them thoroughly 
and replace any that look unsanitary, worn or damaged.  Order new parts now so you 
don’t have to wait next season.  Place hoses and nozzles in zip-lock bags with silica 
gel packets to help keep moisture out.  Once dry, put silica gel packets inside the 
tank.  Cover the tank with a tarp or trash bag.  Remove the battery and store it with 
the battery tender where it can be monitored and charged every 3-4 weeks for 2-3 
hrs or until fully charged.  Always store in a warm, dry place.  Keep covered.  Avoid 
freezing temperatures.  Batteries, pumps, hoses and nozzles can freeze and 
crack.      


